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REPRESENTATION OF, TRANSGENDER

SJlF20l9=8.25t
ISSN:2349-lEE4

TN ARUNDI{ATI ROY'S ?}IE MINISTRYOF UTMOST HAPPINESS: A SUBATTERN PERSPECTIVE

The term .subaltern' has been de{ined by different theorists and scholars in different waysLexically,, the English word subaltern came from the Latin word_ sub-alternus- which meansunder other. In that sense, the word subaltem refers to the inferiority of someone or something.Moststudies conflate the word subaltern with several synonymous terms includingdowntrodden, maryTnalized and subordinated,oppressed. It was Antonio Gramsci who first applied the termsubaltern to the Italian downtrodden, especially Italian workers marginalized by the hegemonicpolitics of Fascist parfy. Indian scholars namely Guha, Spivak and others applied the term in abroad sense to south Asian subalterns from both colonial and post-colonial times. Now a days,the word subaltern has become a euphemism for all browbeaten people suffering under theoppression of elite groups. According to subaltern theory ..the
nofins are established by those inpower and rmposed on the .Other,

who has had no voice because of race, class or gender,',(Sebastian, 2009,p.899)
The Ministry of [Jtmost Happiness eTI rs a novel written by a Booker prize winning novelistArundhati Roy in

7)
which the transgender tssue has been incorporated through the portrayal ofherprotagonist Anjum who is a transwoman

the humiliations and identiry

,i/)"

Mr. Dilip M. Bawane

!#:fT,ii*Xl;:S;:l::::'h Arts, commerce and science Couege, rukum, chandrapur
Dr. Shriram G. Gahane
Assistant professor, Dept. of English, Adarsh Arts and CommerDist- Gadchiroli. Email- rnrigoion"@;)ail"com "ce college, Desaigani (vYadsa)

In human civ'ization 'rransgender' ,r**rrr/!)'ll,"ln n**, has been teft forgotten and wiped offcontpletelyfor ages' so 
-representation 

of tluis communiry in riteraty works has become a new trend ro be
anatvzed and discussed. A, those p*r"", *nLr" ;;;;;;;;;;y":; oJ.core gender identirt does not;:il::::":lT"i:;;r:;i;r.r";::,:.:,;.*::::,:::!::;t)7iu,o n** rransgender is c.n,ras,
dubious retationshipTf 

.:1h.e 
setf to,r";;;;;;;:;"':;;:r;::ir:irr#:';I;;:":r:;;::;:;,;!;

do not relate to their biotogiial sex so ,;;;;" considered as nor"or1o,*rr,es to the g"ni", stereoq)pe.so this comntunilyforms a-distinct subattein g)oup marginarized by gender stereoq)pe. Arundhati Roy, as
a socially committed novelist, has tried to ";r" contemporaty socii-potiticar probrems that are rerevantto the study of sitbaltern' especially in south Asian context. It seems th)t the nover, The Ministry of utmostHappiness is a resurt of auihor', ttr"*lrrrrrr')rrubarterns.no ,r" rxri*s of sociar andporitical unjust.she has delineated the lives of trantr""i", )i,rirtratiy. their rimitations, suffering and humiriations. This
;::;::::X:;aims 

to examine the representation of transgender in a setting of democrqtic rndia through

{elwords- Transgender, discrimination, transw,Introduction_ oman, subaltern, marginalization, representation.
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