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Abstract i
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‘The spread of CORONA Virusﬁ(COV_ID-.IQ) has endangered thé whole world: ts

worldwide consequences can be counted more horrific th

Mg’

an the desuucli'qn and devastation
caused by Ihe'dropping of nuclear bauibs duris

atient. found in December :2(”9, it rapidly

WO g

spread in several countries, As the
CORONA virus infected several Jacks of people and killed lacks of people out of them within 2

short time, it was d,éclared P-arjdemic by World Hga}th‘Okganiialjon» (WH_O). The pandemic

situation influenced the several ficlds of human lifc and the field of education could not be an
exception to thai more particularly in Judia In Indian villages. towns and smalj citics the

aching-learning mode_ with few exception, is oflline. B
are accustomed (o that mode. However, during

established e oth the teachers and Jeamé_rs

lockdowns, declared successively
and State g.oferrimems due to pandeniic siluzilion, ‘the sc
v » kept '_closjed', ‘which almost s
traditional ‘omihe mode. It gave 'birrl ‘
) A in rural part of’ '1n_di.1-

by the central
hools, colleges and other ‘teaching-
learning "pl,:aces.‘wére strictly uspended teaching-learning process in

h o technology based online mode of education, particularly

Keywords: Education, Pandemic, CORONA, Tradition, Technology, Mode, Challéﬁge. ‘
Introduction =~ : e ' '
The worldwide spread of CORONA Vins

(COVID-19), has greatty
of education besigle s_éveral other fi

elds, particularly agriculture, transport_ industry:, market. The .
fluenced as that of due to Pandemic situation. The éituation
almost compelled the authorities to think, plan and execute the

process of educating, €xamining
and evaluating through technology based online mode. The concept of technology based online

influenced the field

field of education was never so in

v W U Y VY Y VY VY W

W

mode of education is not a new one, even in India. However, in India before Pandemic situation =
the technology based -online teaching mode was used fo some extent specifically at esteemed
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institutions, running professional, technieal courses. To be true, at rural part of India this mode
was used neither by the teachers nor by the learpers. Perhaps, at rural part of India this mode of
education would not have been used for many yea‘rs to pass had there been no ‘pandemic
sifuation. :

The present paper aims (o critically evaluate education in Pandemic in general and the
need of technology based online education at rural part of India, in particular. As mentioned
earlier, the Concqpt of technology based online mode of education is not a new one. As an

appropriate alternative 1o the current challenges facing traditional colleges and universities -

“including higher ition, budget cuts, and course shortages - nearly three million students

currently are ‘enrolled in'fully online prog'fams and six million are taking at leas'tr' one online
course as parf of their degree. As such, online education has been accepted, though by city based

learners, as one of the higher educalion°.allernali\'és. However, the issue doesn’t end here,

Preferring technology based online mode of education wiilihg‘]y as an alternative 1o traditional

offline mode of »edqéal;'on, and making it obligatory/compulsory as the only available mode is
certainly not one and the samerthingﬂ With the éccei)iance of LPG revolutionary chaf‘xges were
introduced in 'sey,éralv walks of life. ngitimtion of all the fields is the prime conccmmvof that
process ol change. In the field of ed'ucali_on.,‘ particuléfly the higher education, there was constant

demand to introduce more and more technology, to produce digitally equipped graduates, post-

_graduates 10 be able {0 meel international standards However, it is a Herculean task to replace-

the age-old traditional mode of educ'a!'io_n 1o a modern, digital mode in a few days. In case of -

India, where the major part is dccupied by ﬁllages,» it is a dream. To be frank, changes are too

slow to take place with us.

Education at Ru_r:_ll part of india : Current Sc_e'hario

The process of education goes through four stages- Primary. High school, Graduate arid :

Post-graduate. Education has spread widely and almost reached to all the corners in India Again
to be fair, that is in quantity and not in quality. The quality of education at all slages at rural part
3 : & . . 3 5

ol the cQunlr)" is below the mark. It has been pr@ed by the fact that in the first hundred standard

 universities / institution not even one is Indian. Whether it is primarv/high school Idegree of

post-graduate degree institution in rural part of the chn(ry, do not have enough infrastructure

and learning sources even loday. The old buildings with small-dark rooms. broken. furniture, with

very few or no means of teaching ~learning are called mansions of learning. Most of these -
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schools/institutions are run by private managemenis / bodies whose first aim behind running the

school/college is to earn money. The issue of providing proper teaching-learning facility that

generates the teaching-learning atmosphere is far away from them. The poor quality of

education. even that of higher education at rural India is reflected in the scene that these

institutions do not even meet the minimam requirements 1o be awarded the staius of permanent

affiliation by the University and the status of 2f and 12B of, UGC thereafier. ;:The poor

parents/ouardxans adm:( their war ds at such institutions only because they are the near&st, easy-

1o-reach and afTordable The government . pnman schools and high schools run the state
curriculuim in the medium of state language. with English as one of the subjects. The higher
educauon msl:tuhons run the 1radmoml courses. No auempts are made to introduce professional
¥ techmcal courses as they require updated set up which is not affordable on the part of these
"institutions and also on the part of parents. "ﬂm 1eachers teach the students prescribed syllabus in
lradmonal methods, without any innov atxon The percemage of the students, regularly attending

‘the classes is very poor Their parents, mostly illiterate or half literate, seem 10 be interested,

with few c\ccplxons in sending their wards to schools/colle"t:s rather than educating them in real

_$CNsC. Nalur'ﬂlv lhe approach of such \\auds to learning 1s sxmpl\ examination oriented rather -

than to be career oriented. Due 1o the lack of ongmal sources of learning, they rely on notes- -
based preparation. Naturally. the outcome IS very poor

:
s’

During lockdowns, declared successn ely by the central and State goxemments due to

pandennc snuatxon the schools, colle"es and other teachmmleammﬂ places were strictly kept

closed for tradluonal oftline mode. In cities and some towns. institutions run by private

managements, Christian missionaries, equxpped with technologlcal means like Computers, Tabs,

. Laptops TV, CD, VCD Players, Mulnmedxa Propctors Internet server, ran the teachmg—
leamm«t process-in onlme mode. Howe»er the govemment pnmaw schools and high schools, at

rural part. towns were almost closed. Without lechno]oglcal means, both with the teachers and

the leamers at rural part the teachmu—leammo process was almost suspended. At higher

education level the teachers tricd 1o run classes in online mode, using smart phones, tabs,

laptops, elc. at thelr end. However, majority of the students couldn’t afford these means, and -

hence were depmed of learning. Unavailability of Network or poor Network also influenced the :

process at rural part. ¥
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Opportunitics of Technology based Offline/Ouline Mode of Education
Today’s smart world, dominated by PG is most appropnateh called the cyber age. In
this smart world rev: olutionary changes take place minute after minute. There is a constant

demand for the replacement of old ways, old \'alues and old ways of emertamment

communication; even teaching and learning. The new world has opened up new a\enues of =

understanding the true.concept and ullimate goal. of education. Today’s smart iearners and
teachers need to cope up with these changes. Aoam today’s smart world demand smart human
resource with sound technical knowledge. Rather the human resource has to compete with the
~machines and prove o be smarier and master of machines. While every other department is
'compulerized ,iind demand emp'loyees who are e\perts in computer skills, able to nawgate
dilTerent le'lmmn manaucmenl sy s(ems ( LMS) and programs. able to create and share
,.dooumenls lncorporzum0 audio/video materials mlo assignments, completing online training
.sessrons elc In tliis situation unless and until the learner has gone through the lechnoioglcal
mode of educatron- and has mastered the 1P<‘hnnlng} cannot find entry in various fields. As such
{he Ul)pUllUllllle in the world market are npen (n those candidatcs who can handlc and
manipulate technological modes of aflairs. ; 7
As such, today’s online mode of educafion \»}uch has attracted the attention, of today’s
srmr( learners should be scen as the advanced version of education. There are’ so many
advantages of !h:s mode of education like saving of time and energy, effective performance etc
both on the part of teachers and learners. Galmno pracucal presentable knowledge, techmcal
; sl\lils are some other advantages of technology based mode of education on the part of learners
“As such. with traditional courses. traditional methods and traditional mode we are going to
produce the useless graduaes. ' G :
To conclude the teachmO-learmng process through tradmonal offline mode at rural part
of lndla was' greatlv influenced during pandemlc srtuauon There was very little leaming or no -
leammo at all. 1t is also true that traditional ofﬂme mode of education has certain lrmltatrons
while 1hele are s0 many advantages ol technology: based mode of education or online mode of
education. Hence,, whether it is pandemic sntuanon or am other similar situation, technology
based online mode of educauon should be sy slematrcally mcorporaled at all stages of educatxon
To achle\e this end the government should equip the schools with technological. mean., and tram

the teachers to use the means timely and effec(nel) As the learners at such schools are from
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* poor strata of socieiy. they should be provided by the government with means [ike tabs, smart

S

phones, free network. efc Whether it is pandemic or any other €mergency, the process of

teaching-learning should £0 on continuously. Hence j is high time o accept the technology

based mode of education or online mode of education not as 2 forced mode but 25 the need of

today’s digital smart world. , :
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